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EXERCISES
Cricket

C ricket is a team game played between two teams of eleven 
players each. Special bats and a leather ball are used in the 
game. The objective is to score more runs (i.e. points) than 
the opposing team. Cricket originated in its modern form in 

England, and is popular mainly in the Commonwealth countries. In the 
countries of South Asia, including India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka, cricket is by far the most popular sport. It is also a major sport 
in places such as England and Wales, Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and the West Indies.

The cricket ball is a hard, solid ball with an interior of cork and a leather 
case with a slightly raised sewn seam. For men’s cricket, the ball must 
weigh between 5.5 and 5.75 ounces and measure between 8 13/16 and 
9 inches in circumference. Balls used in women’s and youth matches 
are slightly smaller. A new, highly polished ball is used at the start of 
each innings in a match. The bat is shaped something like a paddle with 
a flat side and shallow V-shaped side. The flat side is used to hit the ball. 
The bat is traditionally made from willow wood, treated with linseed oil. 
This kind of wood is used because it is very tough and shock-resistant. 
The weight of the bat typically ranges from 2 lb 8 oz to 3 lb. The handle 
is usually covered with a rubber or cloth sleeve to enhance grip.

During a game, two batsmen are on the pitch at 
the same time. They defend a wicket, which is 
a set of three vertical stumps supporting the bails. 
Each stump is 28 inches tall and it is usually made 
of wood. Stumps have spikes at one end for 
hammering into the ground. Bails are two smaller 
sticks placed on top of the three stumps to form 
a wicket. The bails are used to determine when the 
wicket is broken.

A match is divided into innings, during which one 
team bats while the other team bowls (i.e. throws 
the ball) and fields (i.e. tries to catch or stop the 
ball). An innings usually ends when ten of the eleven 
players of the batting team have been dismissed. 
Usually, a match of cricket may last for three to 
five days. There are also one-day, single-innings 
and limited-over matches, which are substantially 
shorter.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) is the 
international governing body of cricket. It was 
founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 1909 
by representatives from England, Australia and 
South Africa. It took up its current name in 1989. 
The ICC has 104 members. The laws of cricket used 
to be decided by the Marylebone Cricket Club, the 
oldest and most famous cricket club, but since 
1969 the ICC has governed the game.

Find the words in the text which match the 
following definitions.
a)	 an	elastic	material	obtained	from	the	juice	

of	particular	tropical	trees	or	artificially	 __________
b)	 the	remains	of	something	that	has	been	cut	off	 __________
c)	 a	club	used	for	hitting	a	ball	in	various	games	 __________
d)	 a	rigid,	sharp-pointed	object	 __________
e)	 to	hit	something	with	a	lot	of	force	 __________
f)	 relating	to	or	associated	with	an	empire	 __________
g)	 an	area	marked	for	playing	particular	sports	 __________
h)	 the	boundary	line	encompassing	a	circle	

or	other	two-dimensional	figure	 __________
i)	 a	line	where	two	things	join	 __________
j)	 a	short,	light	oar	 __________

Fill in the missing prepositions.
a)	 Cricket	originated	_____	its	modern	form	_____	England,	

and	is	popular	mainly	_____	the	Commonwealth	countries.
b)	 The	ball	must	measure	_____	8	13/16	and	9	inches	_____	

circumference.
c)	 A	new,	highly	polished	ball	is	used	_____	the	start	_____	

each	innings	_____	a	match.
d)	 The	bat	is	shaped	something	_____	a	paddle	_____	a	flat	

side	and	shallow	V-shaped	side.
e)	 The	bat	is	traditionally	made	_____	willow	wood,	treated	

_____	linseed	oil.
f)	 Stumps	have	spikes	_____	one	end	_____	hammering	

_____	the	ground.
g)	 A	match	is	divided	_____	innings,	during	which	one	team	

bats	while	the	other	team	bowls	and	fields.
h)	 A	match	_____	cricket	may	last	_____	three	_____	five	days.

Put the correct article in each gap. If no article is 
required, put ‘—’ in the gap.
a)	 _____	cricket	is	_____	team	game	played	between	two	

teams	of	eleven	players	each.
b)	 In	_____	countries	of	_____	South	Asia,	including	India,	

Pakistan,	Bangladesh	and	Sri	Lanka,	_____	cricket	is	by	far	
_____	most	popular	sport.

c)	 _____	cricket	ball	is	_____	hard,	solid	ball	with	_____	
interior	of	cork	and	_____	leather	case	with	_____	slightly	
raised	sewn	seam.

d)	 _____	balls	used	in	_____	women’s	and	youth	matches	are	
slightly	smaller.

e)	 _____	weight	of	_____	bat	typically	ranges	from	2	lb	8	oz	to	3	lb.
f)	 _____	handle	is	usually	covered	with	_____	rubber	or	cloth	

sleeve	to	enhance	_____	grip.
g)	 _____	wicket	is	_____	set	of	three	vertical	stumps	

supporting	_____	bails.
h)	 _____	bails	are	two	smaller	sticks	placed	on	_____	top	of	

_____	three	stumps	to	form	_____	wicket.
i)	 _____	innings	usually	ends	when	ten	of	the	eleven	players	of	

_____	batting	team	have	been	dismissed.
j)	 _____	International	Cricket	Council	is	_____	international	

governing	body	of	_____	cricket.
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Do you know?
The Marylebone Cricket Club, known 
throughout the cricketing world as MCC, was 
founded in 1787.
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In	the	slips

2

3

Cricketer

Pronunciation
• Bangladesh /ˌbæŋglǝˈdeʃ/
• Cricket /ˈkrɪkɪt/
• Imperial /ɪmˌpɪǝrɪǝl 
 Cricket ˌkrɪkɪt
 Conference ˈkɒnfrǝns/
• innings /ˈɪnɪŋz/
• International /ɪntǝˌnæʃǝnǝl 
 Cricket ˌkrɪkɪt
 Council ˈkaʊnsǝl/
• Sri Lanka /srɪˈlæŋkǝ/
• Zimbabwe /zɪmˈbɑ:bwɪ/


